Ronald Gary Cooper
October 17, 1947 - June 14, 2019

Ronald Gary Cooper, age 71, of Oak Ridge, passed away peacefully at home on Friday,
June 14, 2019.
Ronald was born October 17, 1947, in Oswego, Kansas. At different times in his life he
also resided in California, Utah, New Mexico, Illinois, and Tennessee.
Ronald served in the U.S. Army from 1968-1970. Returning home from an honorable
discharge, he met his next-door neighbor, Ramona. The two were married in 1973 and
remained happily in love for the next 45 years.
Ronald had a lengthy career in science and research, with a specialization in the physics,
applications, production, and testing of neutron detection systems. He worked as Senior
Research Engineer for CALTEC, as well as for the Physics Dept at the University of Utah,
where he was promoted to Director of Engineering and Technical Staff. While there he
was a member of the Cosmic Ray Research Group, where he upgraded the Fly’s Eye
Ultra High Energy Cosmic Ray Observatory.
He was employed as a physicist and project manager for Lockheed-Martin/Bechtel
Nevada, winning the LANL distinguished achievement award for his collaboration on the
construction of a sub-picosecond high-brightness accelerator. At Oak Ridge National
Laboratory, he held the position of Distinguished Scientist and Group Leader for neutron
detector R&D, which developed and managed the neutron detector systems for High Flux
Isotope Reactor and the Spallation Neutron Source.
Over the course of his career, Ronald published numerous scientific papers. His
contributions to the field for which he held so much passion will not be forgotten.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Lora and Jack Cooper, his brother, Larry, his
brother-in-law, David Hill, his son, Nolan, and his nephew, Paxton.
Ronald is survived by his wife, Ramona, his sisters, Beverly and Anya, his brother, Jack,
his daughter, Alice, his grandchildren, and many cousins, nieces, and nephews.
His family may be contacted for the details of the memorial service.
Please share thoughts and memories at https://www.martinfuneralhomeoakridge.com/
Martin Oak Ridge Funeral Home 865-483-4341

Comments

“

Alan, Carol, Rob,Rebecca,Fae and family purchased the Dish Garden with Fresh Cut
Flowers for the family of Ronald Gary Cooper.

Alan, Carol, Rob,Rebecca,Fae and family - June 29 at 11:43 AM

“

I am so honored to have had the enjoyable pleasure to have worked with and for
Ron in the development of Neutron Detectors at SNS. I learned so much from Ron
about science, history, and life in general. Ron's very calm and humorous approach
to life always kept work productive and enjoyable, even when circumstances became
a bit strenuous. Ron had a very quick wit, and a light and cheerful heart. May he rest
in peace in the warm glow of eternal love.

Bruce W Hannan - June 27 at 12:18 PM

“

Ron was a joy to work with. Always up beat in the face of significant challenges. He
provided unique solutions to problems and encouraged others to do so as well.
Condolences to Ron't Family. (Garrett)

Garrett Granroth - June 27 at 11:47 AM

“

Ron was a role model as co-worker, and an unforgettable supporter for my early
career. Working with him was productive and fun, and his competence and friendship
has certainly been very much missed in our environment. My sincere condolences to
Ron's family. (André Parizzi)

Andre - June 27 at 11:04 AM

“

7 files added to the tribute wall

Cindy Infante - June 24 at 09:21 PM

