Betty Lonora McMillin Whalen
December 15, 1943 - May 12, 2019

Betty Lonora McMillin Whalen, 75, loving mother, grandmother, sister and dear friend, took
her final breath on earth on Mother’s Day May 12, 2019 at Methodist Medical Center in
Oak Ridge.
Betty was born December 15, 1943 in Knoxville, TN, but she grew up in Oak Ridge. She
married young and became a military wife. She traveled the country from Virginia to
Jacksonville and finally California. Betty believed her purpose in life was to be a mother. In
May of 1973 her dream became a reality when her oldest son was born. After the birth of
her daughter in 1979, she returned to East Tennessee with her family settling in Oliver
Springs. As her children grew up, she spent many of her days at little league ball fields,
coaching, keeping score, and being their biggest cheerleader. Betty retired from the
Department of Energy in 1996, where she was a hearing coordinator for the office of
personnel management. After retirement Betty found joy in volunteering. She volunteered
locally with the literacy council, as well as the contact help line.
Betty was a devout Christian. She grew up attending Central Baptist Church in Oak Ridge
and became a member of Mount Pisgah Baptist Church in Oliver Springs upon her return
to East Tennessee. After moving back to Oak Ridge in 2004, she began attending Faith
Promise Church where she was active in several areas of ministry. Betty was involved with
numerous bible studies and always thirsting for a better understanding of the word and a
deeper relationship with Christ.
Betty loved to travel, especially to the beach. She loved to sit at the edge of the ocean and
watch the waves roll in. She was an avid reader with an extensive personal library, as well
as a skilled crocheter. But her true passion was her family. There was no greater joy to her
than her children and grandchildren.
Betty will be forever remembered and cherished by her daughter Trish Brown and
husband Kenny, her son Alex Whalen, her grandsons William, Matthias, Micah, Merrick,
Triston, and Zac, her granddaughter Cassidy, her sister Betsy Horwedel and husband Jim,
and her aunt Frances Ward. As well as a host of nieces, nephews, extended family, and
dear friends.
She was proceeded in death by her parents Casie and Grace McMillin, her son William
Joseph “Billy Joe” Whalen, and her brother Jerome “Billy” McMillin.

Receiving of friends will be held on Tuesday May 21, 2019 from 5-7pm at Martin’s funeral
home in Oak Ridge, TN. The service will immediately follow, with Pastor Garvin Walls
officiating.
Betty was an incredible woman, amazing mother, cherished grandmother, faithful friend,
and there is no doubt in the minds of anyone left behind that she will hear, “Well done,
good and faithful servant!”

Comments

“

The Good Family, 605 Stratford Ct, Gray, TN 37615 purchased the Fields of Europe
for the family of Betty Lonora McMillin Whalen.

The Good Family, 605 Stratford Ct, Gray, TN 37615 - May 17 at 02:33 PM

“

I met Betty when she married my brother Bud Whalen. I was 5/6 yrs old. Somebody
had probably told me they loved me before but she's the first person who didn't have
to, a stranger. After all their yrs in the Navy I finally got to know her as family and as
a friend. A true friend who loved people and went through a lot without complaining
about it. I guess in the last few years I respected her for things I saw first hand but
still not complaining. When I was sick she was the first to pray and I don't think she
ever quit, so I prayed in return and I pray for the immediate family now.

Barbara - May 16 at 07:19 PM

“

I spent an incredible year with the Whalens as an exchange student in 1989/90.
Betty took care of me like her own son. An amazing woman. I regret never
taking/having the time to go back and visit. All my love to Trish and her family. And
the loving memory of Betty. Stian Telle #4

Stian Telle - May 16 at 06:21 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Trish, you and your family are in my prayers.

Jackie Holcomb - May 16 at 05:13 PM

“

Jackie Holcomb lit a candle in memory of Betty Lonora McMillin Whalen

Jackie Holcomb - May 16 at 05:13 PM

“

I send my deepest condolences to the Whalen family in their lost. Even though I didnt
knew Betty, I know that she at a better place now. May the family find comfort in our
Lord, Jesus Christ during this time of mourning.
Sending my prayers and thoughts,
Eric Brown and the twins (Erica and Kinzi)

Eric Brown - May 16 at 12:21 PM

“

My sincere condolences to the Whalen family. Betty and I traveled and roomed together on
several trips with the Oak Ridge Institute of Continued Learning - she was always a great
companion., and will be missed.
Elane Streets - May 23 at 12:57 PM

