Arlis Burton Wells
March 22, 1925 - September 22, 2020

Arlis Burton Wells, 95, passed away on Tuesday, September 22, at home. He was born in
Campbell County, Tennessee, to Perry and Dewey Wells. He lived most of his life in East
Tennessee, but an adventurous spirit sent him all over the United States to live and work.
He visited 49 of 50 states, and one of his great regrets was that he never got to travel to
Hawaii.
His dry wit and calm strength helped him weather a life that by most standards was
anything but easy. He was a child of the great depression—his father died when he was in
8th grade, forcing him to quit school to work the family farm. He worked with the Civilian
Conservation Corp in Washington state to fight forest fires before joining the US Army. He
served on the front lines in Germany during WWII and helped liberate a concentration
camp. He was a wizard with his hands and could repair or build just about anything. He
was married to Joy Gilmer Wells for 63 years before her death.
He is preceded in death by his parents, his sister Arlene Bridges, brothers Bill and Don
Wells, and his wife Joy. He is survived and will be greatly missed by his two sons David
Wells and Joe Wells, daughter Mary Cawthorn and son-in-law Richard, grandchildren
Donna Jo Wells, Erin Gomez, and Alex Owen, great-grandchildren Oscar, Daniel, and
Frankie, brothers Robert and Charles Wells, cousin Eva McCarthy, and many nieces and
nephews. The family would like to thank Dr. Ann Carter for her many years of friendship
and caring service to Arlis.
Graveside services for family will be at Robertsville Cemetery on Monday, September 28,
at 12 p.m., with a gathering at the small pavilion in Bissel Park in Oak Ridge to follow. It is
requested that masks be worn for the ceremony
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Comments

“

Hello Arlis, we planned a meeting after the covid19-pandemie. Many Thanks for All
your FRIENDSHIP, Dear Cousin your help is verry important for us. We will miss you
seriously. Your Karin and Harald

Harald Kempf - September 27 at 01:33 PM

“

Praying for the Wells family, our neighbors, during this difficult time.

Deborah Sluss - September 25 at 11:00 AM

“

My deepest sympathies! I am so sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers will be
with you during this trying time.

shirley wells - September 24 at 07:05 PM

“

I'm sorry to hear the passing of Arlis, my thoughts and prayers are with his family.

Linda Bratcher - September 24 at 04:52 PM

